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The three C’s were 
spread throughout 
our Chelsea commu-
nities during National 

Assisted Living Week from 
September 12th-18th. Not 
only the three C’s of the 
headline for this article, but 
more importantly, this year’s 
theme of Compassion, Car-
ing, and Community.

Sound familiar? It’s close 
to the core values we uphold

  

and expect of all members 
of our Chelsea Family: Car-
ing, Compassion, Commit-
ment, and Competency.
 “This year’s theme for 
Assisted Living Week is truly 
the embodiment of who we 
are as a company and a 
senior care provider,” said 
Roger Bernier, President 
and COO of Chelsea Senior
Living. “For us, the weeklong 
celebration of events and
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parties is an abstract of how 
we celebrate our residents 
and team all year long.”
 The Chelsea communities 
took on different identities 
throughout the week includ-
ing the “Wild West,” “Cruise 
Ships,” and “New York City 
Living,” to name a few. 
 “Our dedication to the 
residents and families all 
year long is captured mostly 
during this one special week
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Assisted Living Week

per year,” said Jamie Kellen-
bach, Executive Director at 
The Chelsea at Marlboro.
 National Assisted Living 
Week is now in its 26th year. 
The purpose is to show 
appreciation to residents, 
loved ones, staff, volunteers, 
and all those involved in 
Assisted Living around the 
country. 
 It also serves as an educa-
tional opportunity for mem-
bers of the public to learn 
more about this area of long-
term care and how they can 
be a part of it.
 “National Assisted Living 
Week was all about our staff 
this year as they have met 
every challenge showing grit 
and flexibility in the face of

14th Annual Chelsea Golf Outing

Chelsea returned 
to Fiddler’s Elbow 
Country Club in 
Bedminster, NJ on 

September 14th to host its 
annual golf outing to ben-
efit local volunteer first aid 
squads, fire departments 
and first responders.
 Last year’s event was 
canceled due to COVID-19 
safety concerns.
 The turnout for this year’s 
outing was near capacity 
and Chelsea raised more 

money than in recent years.
 “The support from Chel-
sea’s partners and friends 
has been incomparable 
and appreciated, and it was 
evident in many respects 
throughout the day,” said 
Roger Bernier, Chelsea Pres-
ident and COO.
 Chelsea Founder and CEO 
Herb Heflich, Mark Ruder-
man, Adam Holbrook, and 
Rich Allen were this year’s 
winners of the group scram-
ble.

 As is tradition, awards 
and prizes were given away 
during a lunchtime hour of 
laughs and reflection.
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constantly changing COVID 
challenges,” said Cynthia 
Rozenberg, Executive Direc-
tor at The Chelsea at East 
Brunswick. “One resident 
stood up and made an im-
promtu speech blessing the 
staff for everything they do 
for her and for all the resi-
dents.”
 “It celebrates our residents 
and recognizes the beauty 
of aging with dignity,” said 
Dani Laino, Executive Direc-
tor at Somerset Gardens by 
Chelsea. “In Assisted Living, 
we do fun events, activities, 
and staff appreciation all 
year long, but this is an op-
portunity for us to showcase 
it.”

The team at The Chelsea at Tinton 
Falls / Chelsea Senior Living

Painting pictures for AL Week at 
Maple Pointe by Chelsea / Chelsea 
Senior Living
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The winning team on the 18th hole 
at the Chelsea golf outing / Chelsea 
Senior Living

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/2021-assisted-living-week/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/gallery/
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A Palate for Painting

At 86 years old, Ann 
Reeves still studies 
the same art books 
her mother gave 

her when she was 14.
 They sit on a table while 
she talks about her life’s 
work, which is strewn all 
over her apartment.
 “Now I can do what I 
always wanted to do,” said 
Reeves, a resident at The 
Chelsea at Brookfield, an 
Assisted Living community 
in Belvidere, NJ. “Get up in 
the morning, get my paints 
ready and paint all day and 
not worry about a thing.”
 She said she never 
dreamed of something like 
this when she was younger.
 Born in Newark, NJ and 
raised in Parsippany, NJ,

Reeves always considered 
herself to be creative; she 
started to draw at four years 
old and often designed post-
ers for school events; she 
even designed clothes.  
 When she was in high 
school, though, she began 
to paint – inspired by Claude 
Monet, his work in a book her 
mom gave to her as a gift.
“I love his work so much but 
I don’t copy his paintings,” 
she said. “I’ll take a bit from 
one painting and a bit from 
another painting.”
 She said her parents were  
her biggest fans and they 
supported her passion how-
ever they could.
 “They would brag about me 
to their friends,” she said. “I 
think that was good for me 
because it drummed that in

in my head, ‘boy, I’m great.’”
 After graduating from 
Boonton High School, 
Reeves went to college for 
fashion design and worked 
in the business, but didn’t 
like it.
 Instead, she returned to 
her roots, all the while raising 
four daughters with her hus-
band in Hackettstown, NJ.
 While her painting style 
and preference has changed 
over the years, she’s per-
haps best known for painting 
towns in New Jersey.
 “People would open their 
windows and call out to me, 
‘Ann, don’t forget my house,’ 
and that made me feel so 
good that everybody in every 
town knew me,” said Reeves, 
who wasn’t able to recall how 
many towns she has painted,

Cont. page 5

Watch the 
video

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/a-palate-for-painting/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/a-palate-for-painting/
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Every Day’s a Holiday at The Residences 
with the Brooklyn Pianist

Almost by ritual, Al 
Mazur typically can 
be seen playing his 
digital piano in his 

apartment in the wee hours 
of the morning, way before 
the sun peeks through.
 He’s got a new composi-
tion he’s eager to perform. 
It’s called “Daddy” and it’s 
a jingle he created specifi-
cally for his new home, The 
Residences at Plainview, an 
Independent Living commu-
nity on Long Island.
 He said he’s never felt 
better living in a senior living 
community like this because 
of the energy he’s surround-
ed by from his fellow resi-
dents.
 “They asked me last night 
to come in and I played four 

or five songs,” Al said. “They 
enjoy it. I enjoy the fact that 
they enjoy it.”
 “They were singing along, 
they were dancing, like the 
third night he was here,” said 
Bethe Turner, Al’s daugh-
ter-in-law. “He is definitely a 
whole different person living 
here.”

A Team, a Marriage, and 
Hit Songs

 After sitting down for lunch 
in the dining room, he heads 
back to his apartment and 
powers up the piano. He 
plays his new tune while 
an oversized framed mov-
ie poster towers over him. 
That movie is a documentary 
called “Love Etc.” which he 
starred in with his wife,

Marion.
 “Unbelievable team,” Turn-
er said. “They made a great 
team no matter what. All 
those years they were meant 
for each other…definitely.”
 They were truly a team. Al 
wrote the music and Mar-
ion wrote the lyrics. They 
are members of the Ameri-
can Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers 
(ASCAP). A couple notable 
songs include “Bar Mitzvah” 
and “Every Day’s a Holiday 
in Brooklyn.”
 Born in Schenectady, New 
York, Al grew up in Brook-
lyn. His dad owned a can-
dy store where Al first got 
hooked on playing the piano.
 “What got me into music 
was my father bought me a 

Watch the 
video

Al Mazur routinely gets requests to play the piano in the lobby at The Resi-
dences / Chelsea Senior Living

Cont. page 7

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/al-mazur-the-brooklyn-pianist/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/al-mazur-the-brooklyn-pianist/
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COVID-19: “Thankful They Were at Chelsea”  

Fear was felt throughout 
the world, the coun-
try, and our Chelsea 
communities. That 

includes our staff, residents 
and their families.
 No one knew much about 
COVID-19 18 months ago, 
and while he was filled with 
uncertainty, Mitch Blum-Alex-
ander knew his parents were 
in the safest place at The 
Chelsea at East Brunswick.
 “The staff reacts quickly,”  

he said.. 
 He said he’s compassion-
ate for the staff who have 
committed themselves to 
caring for a high-risk popula-
tion such as seniors and still 
have to navigate this pan-
demic with their own families.
 “I’m thankful they were in a 
place as safe as things could 
be,” he said. “They have 
staff there to make sure they 
get medical attention right 
away.”

A Palate for Painting

but was comfortable estimat-
ing “at least 30.”
 One of those town paint-
ings hangs firmly above her 
bed. She donated another to 
the social and activities room 
at The Chelsea at Brookfield.
“I didn’t want to make it look 
like a map, which a lot of 
people do that,” she said. “I 
wanted to make it look like a 
painting.”
 Reeves’ work has been 

honored and recognized by 
various local, state, national 
and international organiza-
tions. She’s a member of the 
Warren County Hall of Fame.
 Her art once toured in 
Russia and currently sits in 
the Deutsches Historisches 
Museum in Berlin, Germany.
Nowadays, she paints Im-
pressionist art, which focus-
es on the details of nature, 
with the help of Monet and

the flexibility of time.
 “This is the perfect place 
for me,” she said.

Continues from page 3

Chelsea Featured on News 12 New Jersey

Chelsea was featured  
on News 12 New 
Jersey in late July 
for a story about the 

nationwide labor shortage.
 Chelsea is trying to help 
people who are looking for

work. There are a variety 
of opportunities available 
throughout our New Jersey 
and New York locations. 
 To watch the story, click on 
this link. Inquire about open-
ings on our Careers page. 

A painting by Reeves of the town of 
Oxford, NJ.  / Chelsea Senior Living

Chelsea President & COO Roger 
Bernier talked to News 12 NJ

This is part of a story featured in the next Newsletter
 He said his parents, Janice 
and Larry, moved to East 
Brunswick at the start of the 
pandemic in March 2019.
 It was hard. But, constant 
communication was key; 
phone calls twice a day to 
his parents and he said he 
received updates all the time 
from the community.
 “I’ve had a lot of respect 
and thankfulness that they’ve 
been there for my parents,” 
Alexander-Blum said.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/chelsea-news/chelsea-assisted-living-industry-hiring-news-12-new-jersey/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/careers/
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Welcome Robert Vogel, New Regional 
Director of Building Services

Robert Vogel has 
joined The Chelsea 
Family as the new 
Regional Director of 

Building Services. 
 Robert has over 30 years 
of experience working in the 
field of facilities manage-
ment.
 His roles and responsibili-
ties have varied including his 
most recent former position 
with facilities management in 
the New York City School

Systems. 
 Robert has a degree in 
Civil Engineering. 
 Currently residing in Sea 
Girt, Robert is married and 
has two children. In his spare 
time, he is a personal train-
er specializing in lifting and 
teaches self-defense class-
es. He also enjoys keeping 
up with the Florida State 
Seminoles with whom he 
played football and baseball.  

Robert Vogel, Regional DBS

Chelsea Gives Back
Highlighting the volunteerism and events our communities host to support local initiatives and 
organizations 

Brick and Toms River teamed up with Shore to Give to 
donate 100 backpacks to children in foster care through 
CASA of Ocean County.

Tinton Falls was a drop off location for donations to the 
Monmouth County SPCA.

Read Chelsea’s blogs for recommendations and re-
search about how to improve your senior living ex-
perience or to assist you in your search.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/category/blog/
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Al Mazur: The Brooklyn Pianist
 It was rolled into the back 
of the candy store and that’s 
where Al received his piano 
lessons.
 Before long, he was giving 
people lessons.
 “I taught everyone from 
youngsters to schoolteach-
ers,” Al said.
 He taught privately and at 
the Hebrew Educational So-
ciety in Canarsie, where he 
spent 40 years.
 One day, one of his private 
lessons canceled on him. 
He heard his doorbell ring. 
Someone was asking for a 
donation for an organization 
that supports people with 

arthritis. He donated a dollar 
and then went back to play-
ing the piano. He heard his 
doorbell ring again. It was 
that same person, except 
this time, she asked if he 
could set her poetry to his 
music. They eventually fell in 
love, married, and became a 
great songwriting duo.

The Star of a 
Documentary 

 Years ago, the Canarsie 
Courier wrote an article 
about Al, his wife, and the 
borough’s new adopted 
Brooklyn song. It caught the
eye of Jonathan Tisch, who

was recruiting people for his 
documentary, and Mazur 
was extended an offer, which 
he accepted.
 After two years of filming 
and editing, “Love Etc.” won 
first place at The Hamptons 
International Film Festival. 
 “I didn’t even know what 
the film was about until they 
showed it,” Al said.
 But now it’s something he’s 
proud of and enjoys talking 
about.
 Almost nearly as much as 
he enjoys talking about his 
new home at The Residenc-
es at Plainview.

Continues from page 4

Five-Year Party Returns in Heroic Fashion

The Chelsea team 
assembled to honor 
and celebrate staff 
who have served 

five years or more with the 
company.
 All of the new and old 
members of the five-year 
club returned to Martell’s Tiki 
Bar at Jenkinson’s Board-
walk in Point Pleasant Beach 
for first time since 2019. 
 Last year’s party was 
canceled due to COVID-19 
safety precautions.
 This has been a time for 
our team of superheroes 
during which they’ve truly

had to show their superpow-
ers working. 
 For that, this party was 
in part a culmination of the 
hard work that our team 
delivered day in and day out 
despite the conditions and 
circumstances.
 At this year’s party, there 
was an abundance of food 
and drinks, and dancing. 
There were also a variety of 
prizes that had everyone’s 
attention.   
 As we all know, this isn’t 
just a team, but a family, and 
our family rocks!
     

Team members showing off dance 
moves during the five-year party. / 
Chelsea Senior Living

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/2021-five-year-staff-party/


Watch and Read About the Remarkable
Stories of the People of Chelsea

Sisters Celebrate 20th Anniversary at The 
Chelsea at Warren

Wings and The King: Air Force Veteran Talks 
About Meeting a Rock n’ Roll Icon

Around Our Communities
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Mt. Bethel Village singing the 
National Anthem at the Somerset 
Patriots game on Sept. 12th.

Vow renewal ceremony at The Chel-
sea at Marlboro for six couples.
View Gallery Here.

Grand opening celebration at The 
Residences at Plainview.

NY Senator James Gaughran visited 
Somerset Gardens in July.

The Chelsea at Tinton Falls cele-
brated the Summer Olympics with a 
bowling contest.

Celebrating the Fourth of July at The 
Chelsea at Bald Eagle.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/sisters-celebrate-20th-at-warren-on-care-team/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/sisters-celebrate-20th-at-warren-on-care-team/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/air-force-veteran-at-the-chelsea/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/air-force-veteran-at-the-chelsea/
mailto:jkahn%40cslal.com?subject=
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/2021-vow-renewal-ceremony-at-the-chelsea-at-marlboro/

