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This Spring, we’ve 
seen significant 
progress in moving 
forward and past 

the pandemic, but we still 
remain vigilant in our Inde-
pendent Living, Assisted 
Living, and Memory Care 
communities as we await 
further guidance from state 
governments.
 According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Preve- 

ntion (CDC), vaccinated 
individuals can now enter 
businesses without a mask 
to cover their mouth and 
nose. New York and New 
Jersey have recently fol-
lowed suit with the exception 
of long-term care facilities.
 Even before these new 
permissions, though, we had 
families back in our com-
munities to visit their loved 
ones. The steps Chelsea 
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has taken to return to this 
point cannot be understated 
and our security and safe-
ty measures to protect our 
communities are in large 
part due to our nurses and 
health services team.
 “We were all working to our 
max ability, slowly reaching 
critical mass, but still going, 
going, going,” said Patricia 
Banta, Chelsea’s Regional 
Director of Health Services.
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NY Nurse of the Year for Assisted Living

Shari Stein, RN, Director of Health Services at Maple Pointe is the NY 
Nurse of the Year for Assisted Living / Chelsea Senior Living
pandemic since it first 
struck in March, 2020. She 
routinely donned head-to-
toe PPE, along with other 
staff members, to keep 
residents isolated from the 
disease and help in treating 
and comforting them. 
 She was happy to see 

Shari Stein, RN, the 
Director of Health 
Services at Maple 
Pointe Assisted 

Living, is the recipient of 
the prestigious 2021 Nurse 
of the Year Award by the 
New York State Center for 
Assisted Living (NYSCAL), 
the major trade group for the 
New York Assisted Living in-
dustry. Stein won the award 
in March. 
 The award recognizes an 
Assisted Living nurses who 
demonstrates outstanding 
compassion, supervisor suc-
cess, innovation, achieve-
ment, and capabilities in 
their provision of high quality 
resident-centered care in a 
service-oriented culture in 
an Assisted Living communi-
ty.
 Stein led Maple Pointe’s 
response to the COVID-19

nurses being recognized 
during Chelsea’s Nurses 
Week celebration.
 “It’s empowering. We 
need a recharge every 
year. It makes us feel good 
and gets us ready for the 
tasks ahead,” Stein said.

Resiliency and Dedication During Pandemic
 As a former pediatric 
nurse, Kathleen Darnall 
understands the mitigation 
efforts and safety measures 
in place to protect our com-
munities. 
 “I took care of a lot of 
children in isolation,” said 
Darnall, a resident at The 
Chelsea at Shrewsbury who 
worked at West Jersey 

Hospital (now part of the 
Virtua Health System) 
from 1972-1993. “We’ll get 
through this and we’ll get 
back to normal again.”
 And getting back to nor-
mal couldn’t have been 
done without the people in 
our communities who make 
Chelsea a leader in Senior 
Living.

“From management to ev-
ery staff member just being 
loving and supportive. That’s 
what makes us a family. 
And that’s what makes the 
Chelsea residents feel loved. 
We’re strong, we’re resilient, 
and we’re going to keep 
going,” said Patricia LaRed-
dola, the concierge at The 
Chelsea at Brookfield.

Continues from page 1
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From Haiti, Former Housekeeper Turned 
Lead CMA Celebrates 20th at Tinton Falls

When Yolande 
Desroches came 
to New Jersey 20 
years ago, she 

and her husband didn’t have 
a job, didn’t speak English, 
and didn’t have a plan.
 In April, she celebrated 
her 20th anniversary at The 
Chelsea at Tinton Falls, an 
Assisted Living and Memory 
Care community in Mon-
mouth County, and for the 
last 12 years she’s been the 
Lead Certified Medication 
Aide. 
 “This was my first job in 
America,” she said.
 Despite revisiting a stress-
ful and challenging time in 
her life, she retells her story 
with her signature laugh and 
smile. 
 Originally from southern

Haiti, a country in the Carib-
bean that shares an island 
with the Dominican Republic, 
Desroches, her husband and 
their two girls left because of 
political turmoil.
 Desroches and her hus-
band had successful ca-
reers. She worked for the 
government managing busi-
ness licenses. Her husband 
was a lawyer. Both have 
college degrees. 
 “It was very, very hard 
because I had my job for 
10 years. I worked for the 
government for 10 years,” 
Desroches said. “To leave 
your job and come here not 
knowing what you’re going to 
do is very hard.”
 But they feared for their 
lives while in Haiti. They took 
their five-year-old and three-

year-old daughters and left 
in early 2001 to start all over 
in the United States.
 They had aunts and uncles 
and brothers and sisters 
already living here. Her hus-
band’s aunt used to work for 
an Assisted Living commu-
nity that eventually became 
The Chelsea at Tinton Falls, 
and that’s how Desroches 
got her first job doing house-
keeping.
 “I barely spoke English. 
I just worked all day,” she 
said.
 For a while she was doing 
the residents’ laundry full-
time until one day she was 
approached to consider a 
career in nursing. It required 
taking a Certified Home 
Health Aide (CHHA) class.
 She doubted herself at first

Cont. page 5

Watch the 
video

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/former-housekeeper-turned-lead-cma-celebrates-20th-at-tinton-falls/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/former-housekeeper-turned-lead-cma-celebrates-20th-at-tinton-falls/
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Maple Pointe Resident a Cubs Fan from the 
Bronx, Threw 1st Pitch at Wrigley Field

Moe Resner longs 
for the day of 
returning to Wrig-
ley Field to watch 

his beloved Chicago Cubs. 
After all, he was invited by 
the team’s hitting coach to 
take batting practice with 
the team last year. But, due 
to COVID-19 precautions, it 
never happened. 
 “Now, I don’t know if I can 
swing a bat,” Resner said. 
When asked what his plan is, 
he said he’s “going to swing 
a bat no matter what.”
 Donning his favorite base-
ball team’s coat and t-shirt, 
he even brought his go-to 
bat with him. Resner, 90, 
stands up to show how he’s 
been progressing from a 
back injury and arthritis as a 

resident at Maple Pointe, an 
Assisted Living and Memory 
Care community in Rockville 
Centre, NY, by Chelsea Se-
nior Living. 
 Resner, whose birth name 
is Morris Resnitsky and had 
it legally changed, grew up 
in the Bronx, NY. A friend 
in his neighborhood was a 
Cubs fan and influenced 
him to become one as well, 
even though there were 3 
New York teams, including 
the Yankees right in his own 
backyard. 
 Resner was 14 years old 
at the time and waited 70 
years to see the Cubs win 
the World Series in 2016, the 
team’s first since 1908.  
He was at his home in Edi-
son, NJ during the game

and when asked to describe 
what it meant to experience 
that moment, he could bare-
ly get the words out as he 
welled up with tears.
 “I’m still crying,” Resner 
said.
 His passion for the Cubs 
has surrounded him with 
some highly-esteemed com-
pany, such as current Cubs 
President of Baseball Opera-
tions Jed Hoyer. 
 “Moe always brings a smile 
to my face. I met him at the 
2017 Baseball Writer’s dinner 
when Kris Bryant won the 
MVP Award,” Hoyer said by 
email. “We chatted for awhile 
and he told me that he would 
bring the house down if he 
ever threw out the first pitch 
at Wrigley.”

Watch the 
video

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/moe-resner-a-cubs-fan-from-the-bronx/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/moe-resner-a-cubs-fan-from-the-bronx/
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Clifton Welcomes First Residents

Februray 26th was 
opening day at the 
brand new Clifton 
community and there 

were residents eager to 
move in to their new home. 
Months later, Clifton con-
tinues to grow and the resi-
dents have been raving. 
 The Clifton team has been 
resolute in making sure the 
residents receive the qual-
ity of service and care they 
desire. 
 Despite the complexity and 
intricacies involved in prep- 

Janet is one of the first residents at 
Clifton. / Chelsea Senior Living

aring during the pandemic, 
which includes a lengthy 
process of receiving ap-
proval from state officials, 
the team led by Executive 
Director Lisa Corrado was 
relentless in keeping the 
community safe and secure 
to protect the staff and in-
coming residents.
 Right off Route 3 in Passaic 
County, Clifton has space 
available for residents look-
ing to join a luxury commu-
nity. Full time and part time 
positions available.

Lead CMA Celebrates 20th at Tinton Falls

because of the language 
barrier. Her husband, 
though, wouldn’t let her give 
up that easily. 
 “I said you just have to help 
me do this,” she told her hus-
band. “So, we used to study 
together. I remember when 
I went for the class I asked, 
‘can my husband take this 
test, too?’ Because he stud-
ied everything I studied. We 
studied together. And I pass-

ed my test.”
 Soon enough, her hard 
work as an aide was recog-
nized and she was promoted 
to Lead CMA.
 “If you want to do it you 
have to put yourself on it and 
do it,” she said.
 “She cares for the residents 
as if they’re her own family,” 
said Craig Sydor, the Execu-
tive Director at The Chelsea 
at Tinton Falls.

 The team and the residents 
at Tinton Falls surprised Des-
roches with a party, a couple 
of days before her actual 
anniversary. That smile and 
laugh of hers was center-
stage.
 “I love this place so much. 
I love the residents here. I 
love the staff and I think I get 
along with people very well.”

Continues from page 3

The Star-Ledger Features Warren Residents

The Star-Ledger fea-
tured several Warren 
residents about the 
exceptional comfort 

of safety and security they 
felt living at Chelsea during 
the pandemic.

 The story was published 
on NJ.com and on the front 
page of their Sunday paper.
You can read the full article 
by clicking on this link. 
 We’re always happy to sup-
port local media!

Reporter interviewing Warren resi-
dent. / Chelsea Senior Living

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IV6WZiRogAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IV6WZiRogAQ
https://www.nj.com/coronavirus/2021/03/they-spent-months-in-lockdown-as-the-pandemic-raged-still-they-say-it-was-not-the-worst-of-times.html
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Welcome Jan Siegal, New Regional Director 
of Health Services

Jan Siegal is back with 
The Chelsea Family 
after previously work-
ing at Fanwood. 

 She joins as the Regional 
Director of Health Services. 
 Before this, she was with 
the New Jersey Department 
of Human Services (DHS) as 
an Administrative Manager 
of the Northern Regional 
Office of Community Choice 
Options (OCCO).
 Prior to that, Siegal worked 

at The Chelsaa at Fanwood 
as the Director of Health 
Services.
 She was also the Nurse Co-
ordinator for the Social Adult 
Day Program at Union Hospi-
tal and the Wellness Services 
Coordinator and Wellness 
Registered Nurse at Sunrise 
Senior Living. 
 Siegal has won numerous 
awards for her commitment 
to heatlh care.
 Welcome back to Chelsea!   Jan Siegal, Regional DHS

Chelsea Gives Back
Highlighting the volunteerism and events our communities host to support local initiatives and 
organizations 

Click on this link to 
check out this video 
of Montville’s First 
Aid Squad receiving 
a donation from The 
Chelsea and how much 
it will help their efforts in 
saving lives.

Shrewsbury and Tinton Falls 
present a check to Fulfill Foodbank 
after their pasta and wine event.

East Brunswick donated their pro-
ceeds from their chicken and ribs 
event to the local PBAs.

Manalpan was at Maple Leaf 
Farms to hand out free hanging 
flowerpots.

Fanwood’s free networking and 
potting plants event.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/the-chelsea-at-montville-donates-to-local-first-aid-squad/
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A Cubs Fan from the Bronx
 One day, Hoyer invited 
Resner to throw out the first 
pitch at a game. At 86 years 
old, Resner accepted the 
offer and stepped on the 
mound in May 2017.
 “It was a big deal for 
30,000 people and every-
body else, but for me it was 
like throwing a baseball,” 
Resner said.
 He actually had “two” first 
pitches – his first attempt-
ed bounced in front of the 
catcher, so he insisted on 
trying again. He was right on 
target the second time.
 Being a longtime Cubs fan, 
though, is far from the only

story about Resner. He 
was a minor league base-
ball coach, Marine veteran, 
a credit executive, and a 
stand-up comedian.  
 “I was naturally a funny 
guy,” Resner said. “Made up 
a few, stole a few [jokes].” 
 He’s also a father to two 
daughters and two sons.
 “My daughter who’s a 
nurse picked out the best 
Assisted Living,” Resner said 
referring to Maple Pointe and 
confirming his satisfaction for 
the community.
 Resner is used to the best. 
He was friends with stars 
Jackie Mason and Ginger

Rogers. He’s had a book 
written about him, “The 
Chicago Cubs and Moe” by 
George Gregor, now in its 
fifth edition. And he’s been 
featured in documentaries. 
 “Moe’s incredible energy 
and infectious positivity is 
really a model for all of us. 
Maple Pointe is a better 
place with Moe lifting every-
one’s spirits,” Hoyer said.
 “Live in the past,” 
Resner said, “as long 
as long as you can lin

Continues from page 4

The Fanwood Family

 “It’s become my second 
home,” said Sandra Venezia, 
an LPN at Fanwood.
 Go to the Features section 
of our website to see more 
about this story and others. 

They share stories of 
celebrations, pas-
sions, and long-lasting 
bonds. This group of 

Chelsea veterans have been 
together at Fanwood for the

past 20 years, most of them 
longer, nearly spanning 
the day the community first 
opened its doors in 1997, the 
first of the 20 Chelsea Assist-
ed Living communities.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/category/feature-stories/


Follow us on YouTube, Facebook, and 
our Website

Breaking Bread - Episode 3 - Roasted Red 
Bliss Potato Salad

Spice it Up - Episode 1 - Chicken Enchiladas

Around Our Communities

The mayor of Brick declaring 
March 12th Theresa Green Day 
after she celebrates her 102nd!

Dancing outside in Bridge-
water while enjoying the 
warm weather.

Bald Eagle celebrates Catherine 
Bradshaw for turning 100!

Mother’s Day at Somerset Gardens 
as families visit mom in the court-
yard.

Maple Pointe residents 
painting for Easter.

Mardi Gras fun at The Residences 
at Plainview.

Chelsea Times is a publication of the Communications Department of Chelsea Senior Living.
Submissions of stories, articles and photos are welcome. Email material to Jason Kahn at jkahn@cslal.com.

All contents ©2021 by Chelsea Senior Living. The “C” logo is a registered trademark.

8 BACK COVER

https://www.youtube.com/user/ChelseaVideo1/videos
https://www.facebook.com/chelseaseniorliving
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzD6q7foMGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YzD6q7foMGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmCHzHjckwg
mailto:jkahn%40cslal.com?subject=

