
1 CHELSEA SENIOR LIVING

in New Jersey – and also 
where he would eventually 
work.
 “I always felt The Chelsea 
at Fanwood was my home 
building,” said Kranz, 
who worked as Chelsea’s 
Director of Communications 
for 12 years until he retired 
in 2021.
 Roger Bernier, Chelsea’s 
Chief Operating Officer and 
President, remembers when
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the community first opened.
 “When that building was 
being built, Assisted Living 
was in its infancy and there 
wasn’t even one opened 
yet in New Jersey,” he said. 
“Watching it develop from 
a small hotel into what it is 
now, it’s amazing.”
 In part, that is why this 
milestone of 25 years carries 
so much significance. The 
community’s longevity is also

When Tom 
Kranz and his 
wife moved 
to Fanwood 

in 1994, they spent one 
night at Best Western’s The 
Mansion Hotel before they 
were allowed to occupy 
their new home. Little did 
he know, that place would 
become Chelsea Senior 
Living’s first Assisted Living 
community – one of the first
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The Chelsea at Fanwood is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year after 
opening its doors in 1997. / Chelsea Senior Living

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et94LDj1Z7U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et94LDj1Z7U
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The Chelsea at Fanwood’s 25th Anniversary

a representation of what it 
means to the borough of 
Fanwood.
 “We are just so fortunate 
that The Chelsea is here 
and we couldn’t imagine our 
community without [them],” 
Fanwood Mayor Colleen 
Mahr said.
 “The Chelsea’s always 
been there.” said Dale 
Flowers, the co-owner of 
Scotchwood Florist. “They’re 
good neighbors.” 
 Even during the toughest 
times such as Hurricane 
Sandy, The Chelsea at 
Fanwood has opened its 
doors to the borough to 
provide shelter, warmth, and
meals.

 “That’s what good 
neighbors do,” Flowers said.
 “From the day I moved in 
here, I’ve been happy here,” 
said Claudine “Cookie” 
Edelman, a resident at The 
Chelsea at Fanwood. “The 
people are great. I have 
nothing but good things to 
say about this place.”
 “I think it has longevity 
because of the way 
everything is run here,” said 
Ann Celia, a resident at The 
Chelsea at Fanwood. “It’s run 
with kindness and the people 
here are nice people.”
 “The residents and the 
people are why I want to be 
here,” said Karen Simpson, 
the Food Service Director at

The Chelsea at Fanwood, 
who has worked at the 
community for almost as long 
as it has been open.
 “They’re my friends,” said 
Arleen Nelson, the Business 
Office Manager, whose eyes 
started to tear up. She has 
been with the community for 
21 years.
 “I think The Chelsea has 
always been a connection 
between the past and 
the present,” Kranz said. 
“To have 200 or so senior 
citizens all of whom 
have their own specific 
history, living right here in 
our backyard, it’s really 
something to brag about.” 

Eclectic Events Provide Joyful Moments 
During Assisted Living Week

This year’s theme for 
National Assisted 
Living Week was 
Joyful Moments and if 

you had a chance to visit one 
of our communities, or kept 
an eye on their Facebook 
page, you’d see how those 
moments were made.
 But if you know Chelsea 
well, you know moments 
like these are created and 
shared all year long. Grandparents Day at The Chelsea at 

Tinton Falls.

Putting our chef hats on at The Chel-
sea at Manalapan.

Aloha from The Chelsea at Brick!

Family Feud at The Chelsea at 
Montville.

Continues from page 1
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The Unknown Mastermind Behind the 
Knicks First Title

The sports bar at 
The Residences 
at Plainview is the 
perfect place for 

Lenny Ginsberg. Just talking 
to him for a few minutes, you 
can hear his love for sports 
through all of the stories he 
reels off, unprompted.
 He is amazed by what he 
can remember, sometimes 
appearing in a dream-like 
state while reminiscing, and 
pulling out scenes from a 
life that he can’t believe he’s 
lived.
 Through circumstance, 
connections, and perhaps 
luck – being in the right 
place at the right time – he 
received some incredible 
opportunities, one of them 
being a Knicks assistant 
coach, although you’ll never

see him in any photos or 
team books. 
 But his contribution to the 
1970 title-winning team is 
arguably a huge reason why 
the Knicks won. He analyzed 
each and every game, jotting 
down even the most subtle 
flaws. 

IT STARTS IN THE SCHOOLYARD 
 Although his parents didn’t 
care for sports, Ginsberg 
found happiness through 
them, especially basketball.
 Born in Kew Gardens, 
Queens, Ginsberg said 
his affinity for the game 
all started partly out of 
circumstance.
 “I was poor and the high 
school didn’t have a football 
team,” he said. “You’d take 
the basketball, go to the

schoolyard, and shoot by 
yourself.”
 In the schoolyard, he was 
playing with boys who would 
eventually go on to play at 
top universities, including 
Ossie Schectman, who 
scored the first two points in 
the NBA.
 Ginsberg sat on the bench 
at Forest Hills High School 
but did get his moments on 
the court.
 He went to Queens College 
to be an engineer and 
then transferred to Adelphi 
University, majoring in 
physical education.
 Basketball had been an 
afterthought.

BASKETBALL STARTS TO TAKE 
EFFECT
 It wasn’t until he started

Cont. page 6

Lenny Ginsberg was a major contributor to the Knicks 1970 title-winning team, 
the team’s first in franchise history. / Chelsea Senior Living

Watch the 
video

https://www.residencesatplainview.com/ill_feature_posts/the-knicks-unknown-mastermind-behind-their-first-nba-title/
https://www.residencesatplainview.com/ill_feature_posts/the-knicks-unknown-mastermind-behind-their-first-nba-title/
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Will and Theresa Sheranko were the first residents at The Chelsea at 
Greenburgh. / Chelsea Senior Living

A Miracle on Dobbs Ferry Road

When Theresa 
Sheranko first 
moved into 
The Chelsea at 

Greenburgh, she couldn’t do 
much by herself. She was 
coming out of rehab after 
previously being hospitalized 
for a fractured neck and 
broken hip. Now, she can 
“take care of all her needs” 
during the day.
 And by her side, she’s had 
her husband of 54 years, 
Will, to help along the way.

FIRST RESIDENTS
 Will and Theresa had been 
considering moving into an 
Assisted Living community 
years ago.
 “Will was still driving, and I 
was cooking and shopping,

but it was getting more 
difficult,” Theresa said. “Then 
I fell.”
 That moment accelerated 
the process. While Theresa 
was recovering, Will and their 
niece and nephew started 
to do some research. They 
visited about half a dozen 
communities in the area, but 
fell in love with The Chelsea.
 While the community in 
Greenburgh had not opened 
its doors to residents yet, 
Will was thrilled with the 
atmosphere, the staff, and 
the apartments.
 Both Will and Theresa, 
however, were ready to 
move in prior to the opening. 
The Chelsea provided 
temporary accommodations 
at their sister community, The 

Chelsea at Bald Eagle, in 
West Milford, NJ. They were 
there for several months 
until Greenburgh officially 
opened.

MEETING WHILE TEACHING
 Will and Theresa met 
while both were teaching 
at a primary school in 
Farmingdale, NY. Both 
lifelong educators, they took 
very different paths to get 
there.
 Theresa, originally from 
Brooklyn, NY, went to school 
at Hunter College to pursue 
teaching.
 Will, originally from 
Pittsburgh, PA, had worked 
in administration for the 
Department of Defense
Dependent Schools (DoDDS)

Watch the 
video

Cont. page 8

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/miracle-on-dobbs-ferry-road/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/miracle-on-dobbs-ferry-road/
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Chelsea’s annual golf 
outing epitomized 
the motto for this 
year’s celebration of 

“Joyful Moments.”
 More than 90 golfers of 
all skill levels played in the 
scramble-style tournament 
at Fiddler’s Elbow Country 
Club in Bedminster, NJ on 
Tuesday, September 20th. 
With the sun shining on a 
mildly warm day, there were 
plenty of reasons to smile.
 The outing continues to

drive support for first 
responders each year, 
providing thousands of 
dollars to help with various 
needs.
 Prizes were awarded to the 
top four-person groups of 
the day, along with longest 
drive and closest to the tee, 
among other competitions. 
But at Chelsea’s golf outing, 
all participants leave with 
something in their hands.

The tradition continued at Fiddler’s 
Elbow Country Club for Chelsea’s 
annual golf outing. / Chelsea Senior 
Living

Chelsea’s 15th Annual Golf Fundraiser 
Swings for Joyful Moments

Chelsea’s Five-Year Party Waves Goodbye to 
Summer

On the final day of 
summer, Chelsea 
threw its annual 
employee party to 

celebrate those who have 
been with the company for 
five or more years.
 Despite the rain, Martell’s 
Tiki Bar had plenty of space 
to take cover, enjoy the 
atmosphere with colleagues, 
eat, drink, and dance to 
music. The gathering on 
Jenkinson’s Boardwalk in 
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ is a 
true symbol of the dedication 
and passion from Chelsea 
staff across all communities. 
Hundreds were eligible and 
attended.

 One of the more 
anticipated parts of the 
celebration is the raffle for 
a chance to win a variety of 
excellent prizes.
 Chelsea can’t wait to see 
some new faces join the 
festivities next year.

There was dancing, prizes, food, 
drinks, and more to end summer 
at Point Pleasant Beach. / Chelsea 
Senior Living

Employees with five or more years 
of experience partied at Martell’s Tiki 
Bar. / Chelsea Senior Living

Enjoying the weather during Chel-
sea’s Five-Year Employee Party. / 
Chelsea Senior Living

Watch the video

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/chelseas-five-year-party-waves-goodbye-to-summer/
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The Knicks Scout Behind Their First Title
working at a Jewish camp 
in the Poconos when he first 
realized his passion for the 
game.
 “That’s where basketball 
really started taking effect,” 
Ginsberg said. “That’s 
where I started getting my 
coaching experience – 
during the summers.”
 At Camp Keeyumah, he 
was a counselor with the 
famed Brown brothers, Larry 
and Herb, who went on to 
coach together in the NBA, 
winning a championship with 
the Detroit Pistons in 2004.
 After graduating from 
college, he almost had 
no choice but to enlist in 
the Army due to military 
draft policy; recent college 
graduates were banned 
from teaching for one year 
if they were categorized as 
service class 1-A, denoting 
availability for military 
service.
 During his time in Fort 
Hood, Texas, he joined the 
post’s basketball league. 
He said his team made it 
to the championship game 
and won, beating a stacked 
lineup of professional and 
college athletes including 
Brooks Robinson and Don 
Elston.
 “We beat them and they 
shipped us out because we 
weren’t supposed to win,” 

Ginsberg said, smirking 
while telling the story.
 Once he was relieved of 
duty, he came back to New 
York and started teaching 
in Queens. He coached 
basketball for two junior 
high schools in Astoria 
and Flushing until a very 
attractive opportunity came 
calling.
 His friend, Herb Brown, 
was the head coach at Stony 
Brook University and offered 
him a job as an assistant. So, 
he took it.

AN NBA CHAMPION
 Ginsberg’s summers, 
though, were still spent at 
camp. The Knicks would 
send some players for a 
week to teach the campers. 
One year, he was asked 
to chauffeur the Knicks 
head coach at the time, 
Red Holzman, to Monticello 
Raceway for the day. He 
made quite the impression.

Continues from page 3  Holzman offered Ginsberg 
a job with the Knicks not long 
after that encounter. The job 
was to analyze each game in 
real-time.
 This was more than 50 
years ago and considered a 
highly innovative position for 
sports during this time.
 “[Red] was a tremendous, 
tremendous guy,” Ginsberg 
said. “He was 24/7. He was 
unbelievable. He would sit 
and talk basketball all day 
and night.”
 Ginsberg would sit at 
the end of the bench 
throughout the season 
and take notes about the 
Knicks’ opportunities and 
threats. While the Knicks 
were running plays, he was 
responsible for catching 
mistakes.
 He had a front row seat 
watching Walt Frazier, Willis 
Reed, and Bill Bradley. This 
was a year of Knicks history 
not yet understood, but soon 
they were cemented as 
one of the most memorable 
teams in New York sports.
 Many people remember 
Game Seven of the NBA 
Finals when Willis Reed 
played through a torn thigh 
muscle for almost the entire 
first half. It inspired his 
teammates, and the Knicks 
were crowned the 1970 
champions, their first title 
ever.   

Ginsberg coached at Stony Brook 
University in the late 1960s. / 
Chelsea Senior Living

Cont. page 7
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The Knicks Scout Behind Their First Title

 “It was the greatest team I 
ever saw in my life,” he said.  
“This was basketball – the 
old Garden. It was a way of 
life to kids like myself.”

STILL A COACH BUT IN BUSINESS
 That was Ginsberg’s last 
season coaching basketball. 
He had to choose basketball 
or his wife.
 “I wanted to be a college 
coach or professional 
coach,” he said.
 But his heart had different 
plans. He wanted a family 
and to work a 9-to-5 rather 
than those late nights that he 
was used to.
 After the Knicks, he worked 
for a financial firm, and then 
opened a Public Storage 
facility in Melville as the 
principal manager.

 One year, while he was at 
a company convention in 
Phoenix, Arizona, he was 
asked to spend time with 
the guest speaker who was 
arriving early. Ginsberg had 
no idea who the speaker 
was going to be until John 
Wooden walked through the 
door. Wooden is known as 
one of the greatest minds 
to ever coach basketball, 
winning 10 NCAA titles with 
UCLA.
 “I spent two of the most 
glorious hours of my 
life talking to this man,” 
Ginsberg said.
 That interaction provided 
enlightenment, he says, 
making him a better 
businessman due to the 
motivational style and 
approach that he learned

from Wooden.
 “They called me coach 
when I was in business,” 
Ginsberg said. “That was my 
job. My job was to recruit, 
train, and motivate.”
 Eventually Ginsberg retired 
and now spends his time at 
The Residences at Plainview, 
joining the various events 
that the community hosts.
 Sometimes he wonders, 
though, if those years of 
coaching basketball were 
just a fantasy he lived.
 “It goes by very quickly, 
it goes by very quickly,” he 
said.

Continues from page 6

Assessing Your Financial Needs When 
Considering Assisted Living

The share of the 
American population 
that is 65 or older has 
been increasing as 

the Baby Boomer generation 
reaches retirement age. 
Unfortunately, not all 
Americans of retirement age 
have the personal savings to 
live out their golden years in 
peace and comfort.

 We list the top six ways 
to finance Asissted Living 
that we have discussed 
with residents prior to their 
decision about choosing one 
of our Chelsea communities: 
 1) Paying out-of-pocket
 2) Long-term care 
insurance
 3) Third-party insurance
 4) Life insurance
 5) Home equity

 6) Veterans Benefits

 Understanding which 
option is best for you all 
depends on your financial 
situation. But it’s also equally 
important to understand 
what is included with the 
cost at each community.

To read more information about 
this blog, please view it here.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/assessing-your-financial-needs-when-considering-assisted-living/


A Miracle on Dobbs Ferry Road
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in Germany which served 
expatriates who were 
typically part of military 
families. After leaving the 
service he moved to Long 
Island.
 He asked Theresa out 
and they were engaged two 
months later. Five months 
after that, they married.
 They lived in Farmingdale, 
taught in Farmingdale, and 
traveled the world together. 
While they have over two 
dozen nieces and nephews, 
they never had children, but 
they always had each other 
and their students.
 “To this day, I am still in 
touch with students I had 
way, way back,” Theresa 
said.
 Both retired after 33 years.

Continues from page 4
IT’S A MIRACLE
 During their time off while 
working, they always made a 
point to travel, in part to see 
their families but in large part 
to see the world.
 They took their car cross 
country to California, cruised 
the oceans including a trip 
on the MS Queen Elizabeth, 
and flew to various countries 
such as Italy and France.
 Even when they were 
no longer teaching, they 
continued to see and 
experience new destinations.
 But as they were aging, 
travel became difficult. And 
then Theresa’s accident 
really put things into 
perspective.
 When they first arrived at 

The Chelsea, Theresa 
needed two nursing aides 
to help her with nearly 
everything.
 “Two aides to get me into 
bed, get me out of bed, take 
care of me,” she said.
 But after months of 
persistence, hard work, and 
help from The Chelsea staff 
and FOX Rehab, Theresa 
was out of a wheelchair 
and moving with a walker. 
You can see some of her 
progress in the video at the 
beginning of the story.
 “I can’t believe it,” she said. 
I never thought I’d be in this 
good of a situation.”
 “You would have to see it 
to believe it,” Will said. “It’s 
really a miracle.”

McKnight’s Senior Living featured 
Chelsea’s Career Development 
Program.

Senior Housing News published an 
article about Independent Living 
length-of-stay featuring Chelsea.

TAPinto published an article about 
The Chelsea at Fanwood’s 25th 
anniversary.

mailto:jkahn%40cslal.com?subject=

