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The days of COVID-19 
are not going 
anywhere anytime 
soon. New variants 

are rapidly spreading as 
the world continues to 
learn more about the virus 
and better prepare for the 
potential complications it 
can cause. 
 But if there’s one place 
that NanMarie Guenther 
would have her mom be  

 

during this global health 
crisis it would be The 
Chelsea. 
 She said she believes 
it’s the safest place for her 
mom, Mary Elizabeth Jones, 
who has lived at the Tinton 
Falls community for nearly 
six years.
 “It’s hard to believe we’re 
still where we’re at,” she 
said. “But watching things 
progress at The Chelsea 
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and how they’re on top 
of things with testing, 
sanitizing...I am grateful.”
 Mitchel Blum-Alexander’s 
parents, Larry and Janice, 
have lived at The Chelsea 
at East Brunswick for nearly 
three years. 
 He said he has 
compassion for the staff who 
have committed themselves 
to caring for a high-risk 
population such as seniors
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Thankful for The Chelsea During Pandemic

and still have to navigate 
this pandemic with their own 
families.
 “I’m thankful they were in 
a place as safe as things 
could be,” he said. “They 
have staff there to make 
sure they get medical 
attention right away.”
 Blum-Alexander, who lives 
in Michigan, said it’s hard 
being far from mom and dad 
during this time. He said 
his sister lives in Middlesex 
County and is able to visit 
their parents often. 
 But when the pandemic 
first started, he said, 
constant communication 
was key; phone calls twice 
a day to his parents and he 
received updates all the

Chelsea Offering Booster Shots

Chelsea Senior 
Living (“Chelsea”), 
a leader in senior 
housing and care, 

has been offering COVID-19 
vaccine booster shots to 
the residents in all of its 
communities.
 This extra dose of the 
Pfizer vaccine was approved 
by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) last 
month for individuals 16 
years and older.
 Chelsea has arranged

since early October for 
all booster vaccinations 
to be administered by 
IPPC Pharmacy and 
Chelsea nurses onsite 
at each community for 
the convenience of the 
residents. Employees can 
receive the booster from CVS 
and Walgreens.
 “We strongly encourage 
all residents to participate 
in receiving the booster to 
protect them from any threats 
of the virus compromising

their health,” said Pat Banta, 
Chelsea’s Regional Director 
of Health Services. “We’ve 
been staying in front of this 
deadly disease from the 
beginning, with our residents’ 
safety always being our top 
priority.”
 Chelsea has also provided 
access to monoclonal 
antibody (mAb) therapy for 
all residents in each of its 
communities. 

Continues from page 1
time from the community.
 “I have a lot of respect and 
thankfulness that they’ve 
been there for my parents,” 
Alexander-Blum said.
 Guenther lives right around 
the corner from her mom 
in Tinton Falls. She used to 
do the laundry for her every 
week, and the pandemic 
has hindered that routine. 
 But she understands and 
appreciates the protection 
and safety measures at the 
community.
 “I do feel better,” she said.  
“I do take precautions when 
I can. I still wear a mask in 
public. Period. I don’t want 
to take a chance.”
 Guenther and

Blum-Alexander’s parents 
are fully vaccinated.
 “I have a lot of confidence 
in the care my parents get 
there,” Blum-Alexander said. 
“When my parents moved 
in there, my sister and I felt 
a big sense of relief. They 
were getting so much more 
care than they were getting 
at home.”

Larry Alexander at The 
Chelsea at East Brunswick. 
/ Chelsea Senior Living

To read all 
Chelsea 
press 
releases, 
please click 
here.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/category/press-releases/


CHELSEA SENIOR LIVING 3

FEATURES 3

The Artist, the Teacher, the Resident

The art teacher moves 
from table to table 
spreading words of 
encouragement to 

her full class of students. 
Part cheerleader, part 
motivator. 
 “Gladys, you did fabulous! 
Don’t erase anything.”
 “Oh, Frank, look at you! 
Looks just like the picture.” 
 There are two different 
pictures that Margo Hirsh 
created for the class to use 
as models. The assignment 
was to choose a picture and 
try to replicate it.
 Many of these students 
are no different than Margo. 
They’re all residents at The 
Chelsea at Forsgate, a 
leading Assisted Living and 
Memory Care community in 
Monroe Township, NJ.

 “What they’re learning now 
is success,” she said. “They 
must learn success first. 
Nothing is bad. Nothing is 
wrong. It’s all good.”
 Like her students, Hirsh 
gave art a try later in life.

A Second Career

 Margo and her husband, 
Mike, owned and managed 
an electronics repair store 
called Merle Radio in 
Plainfield. 
 When they retired after 25 
years, Margo started taking 
night classes in art at East 
Brunswick High School and 
fell in love with it. She said 
she would get there “an hour 
early if necessary” to make 
sure she had a front row 
seat. 

 She said she had “the best 
teacher in the entire world” 
and would follow him around 
to shows and other classes 
he was teaching to make 
sure she was soaking up all 
the knowledge and tricks 
that she could.
 It paid off. The quality 
of her work was being 
recognized by fellow 
students, one of whom asked 
if Margo would give her 
lessons.
 Word spread and soon 
enough Margo was privately 
teaching 40 people – only 
one-on-one - out of her 
home, six days a week. 
 She said she never 
dreamed of this. She didn’t 
paint or draw growing up in 
Jersey City, NJ. Instead, she 
met the love of her life, 

Cont. page 7

Watch the 
video

Margo Hirsh is a resident and art teacher at The Chelsea at Forsgate. / 
Chelsea Senior Living

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/the-artist-the-teacher-the-resident/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/the-artist-the-teacher-the-resident/


4 CHELSEA SENIOR LIVING

4 FEATURES

A Home Away from Home and 
Growing at Chelsea

Premtime “Tima” Alka 
beckons a group of 
seniors to join her 
outside for some 

fresh air in the back of The 
Chelsea at Bald Eagle, a 
leading Independent Living, 
Assisted Living, and Memory 
Care community in West 
Milford, NJ.
 They decide to participate 
in singalongs. Tima pulls out 
lyrics for “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.” 
 They start singing.  
 This scene is a complete 
contrast for Tima, whose 
upbringing started in 
North Macedonia, a small 
landlocked country north of 
Greece.
 “I still to this day sometimes 
wake up and say, ‘how did I

end up here?,’” she said.
 She grew up and worked 
on her family’s farm, but her 
dream at the time was to 
become an architect despite 
disagreements with her dad. 
He wanted her to become a 
nurse. 
 School was put on hold, 
though. She took the 
opportunity to come to the 
United States to start a 
family.   
 “Once I got married, I 
started working here,” said 
Tima, who barely knew how 
to speak English before 
joining Chelsea. 
 She started working as 
a dishwasher, but knew 
she wanted a role where 
she could interact with the 
residents. That led to her

becoming a server. And 
not long after, she took on 
housekeeping. 
 During this time, she said 
her coworkers helped her 
learn how to speak the 
language.
 “A coworker would come 
out with a fork and a spoon 
and say ‘this is a spoon 
and this is a fork,’ and I just 
remembered,” said Tima, 
who speaks five languages.
 Soon enough, due to her 
commitment and hard work, 
she was asked if she would 
be interested in nursing.  
 While she had reservations 
because of the language 
barrier and lack of 
experience, she decided to 
give it a try.
 “The first week I was super 

Watch the 
video

Cont. page 6

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/home-away-from-home/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/home-away-from-home/
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A Life-Saving Renaissance Man

Doctor Michael 
Marrone said he 
became a trauma 
surgeon in part 

due to the influence of his 
godfather, who was a doctor, 
and the frequency of trauma 
injuries he was surrounded 
by growing up in the Bronx. 
 “You have to show that 
confidence you have in 
your ability,” said Marrone, 
referring to his experience in 
trauma surgery.
 When Marrone wasn’t 
saving lives, he painted, 
refinished furniture, fished, 
fenced, skied, and traveled.
 He was also a resident at 
The Chelsea at Greenburgh. 
 He passed away on 
November 12th, 2021. He 
was 87. 
 But the impact he left is 
undeniable. 

An Italian Education

 Marrone graduated high 
school in the Bronx a year 
early and graduated college 
a year early. 
 He majored in Chemistry 
at New York University. He 
was only 20 years old and 
because of his age, he was 
prohibited from starting 
his doctorate in the United 
States. 
 “They said you can’t go 
to Med School – you’re too 
damn young,” he said.
 Instead, he went to the 
University of Bologna in Italy 
to study medicine. 
 “I always wanted to go 
to Italy,” he said. “This is 
a good thing. I’m going to 
apply to an Italian school. 
This way I’m there and I can 
travel.”

What Matters Most When Choosing an AL?

A study conducted 
several years ago 
found that only one 
percent of homes in 

America have basic design 
features that are friendly to 
seniors. 
 For example, few homes 
come with a step-free entry 
or halls and doorways 
that can accommodate 
wheelchairs and other 
assistive devices.
 When choosing a

community for a loved one, a 
person must understand the 
available options.
 One thing to consider when 
comparing communities is 
the loved one’s needs may 
change over time. If a higher 
level of care is needed in 
the future, will they need 
to switch communities? 
Older individuals don’t want 
to move any more than is 
necessary, so try to find a 
community that can assist

seniors as their needs 
change.

 He met his wife there and 
married “just a couple days” 
after graduation. 
 He returned to New 
York with her and did his 
residency at Misericordia 
Hospital Medical Center, 
renamed the Wakefield 
Division of Montefiore. He 
spent five years as an intern 
and then was drafted into 
the Army during the Vietnam 
War.

The Army and a Return to 
Italy

 Marrone spent six weeks 
at Fort Sam Houston for 
training. He was part of the 
medical core and his original 
assignment was supposed to 
be in Germany. 
 But he made friends with 
one of the sergeants 

Cont. page 6

This is an excerpt taken 
from one of Chelsea’s 
blogs, a great resource for 
recommendations and 
research about how to 
improve your senior living 
experience or to assist you 
in your search.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/category/blog/
https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/category/blog/
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A Home Away from Home
happy,” she said. “I felt 
so good. I wanted to help 
everybody. There was 
more communicating with 
the residents, being more 
involved with them and that’s 
what I like.”  
 She said through her 
socialization with the 
residents, they, too, 
encouraged her to try 
different positions. 
 She became a Certified 
Home Health Aide after 
passing the licensure test, 

which Chelsea paid for.
 Within six months, she 
was promoted to Lead Aide. 
And within six months after 
that, she became a Certified 
Medication Aide. 
 Now, Tima is the Memory 
Care Coordinator in the 
Country Cottage at Bald 
Eagle. She’s been at this 
community for 16 years. 
“I didn’t plan on moving 
up in the company but the 
opportunities were there,” 
she said.

A Life-Saving Renaissance Man
who gave him a tip. 
 “He says you must be 
fluent in Italian. Why don’t 
you get that added to your 
profile?”
 Marrone took a language 
test, passed, and had the 
skill added to his profile. The 
colonel called Marrone into 
his office.
 “He said you’ve been 
transferred to Verona, Italy. 
He says in case you want to 
protest…”
 Marrone’s eyes pop out of 
his head at this point while 
telling the story. 
 “I said, geez, don’t even 
touch the damn thing. What 
are you crazy?” Marrone 
recalls in excitement.
 He was in Italy for another 
two years and was awarded

the title of captain.

A Rewarding and Tragic 
Job

 “The hard part was not 
the surgery,” he said. “The 
surgery was a piece of 
cake.”
 He said the hardest part 
was not being able to save 
someone’s life and the 
conversation with their family 
that followed. 
 “You never get over that,” 
he said. “I get emotional now 
talking about it.” 
 He said the challenge is 
what intrigued him about 
becoming a trauma surgeon.
 “In trauma you never know 
what’s coming in the door 
and when you open them up

you never know what you’re 
going to find.”
 He said he typically 
worked late into the evening 
and early in the morning. 
But when he had time off, he 
made the most of it. 

A Dream Fulfilled

 Marrone was fascinated 
with airplanes for as long as 
he can remember. He built 
model airplanes from the 
time he was a kid up until 
“just a few years ago.”
 His uncle repaired C-54s 
and would take him to 
LaGuardia Airport where 
Marrone was able to help 
taxi the planes.

Tima with a resident at Bald Eagle in 
an undated photo. / Chelsea Senior 
Living 

Continues from page 4

Continues from page 5

Read the full story here.

https://www.chelseaseniorliving.com/a-life-saving-renaissance-man/
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The Artist, the Teacher, the Resident
got married young, and 
started a family. 

The Traveling Artist and 
Her Handy Husband

 Mike converted one of 
the rooms in their house 
in East Brunswick into an 
art studio. Margo said he 
would make her meals and 
manage all the household 
responsibilities while she 
worked on art projects all 
day. 
 “I would go up there and 
get lost,” she said.
 She had been producing 
so many pieces of art that 
the space in the studio 
became scarce. 
 They decided to commit 
their weekends to selling 
Margo’s work at art shows all 
around New Jersey. 
 “We always sold,” she said. 
“We never went away without 
selling.” 
 Mike was a big part of that. 
He matted and framed all 
of her work. He customized 
their car to make room for 
transporting the work.
 Margo’s work has been 
recognized as Best in Show 
on several occasions and 
once was featured at the 
Hyatt Regency in New 
Brunswick, NJ. 

Sharing Her Talent in a New 
Home

 Margo’s drawings and 
paintings are spread all over 
the Activities room at The 
Chelsea at Forsgate. 
 “I am so happy when I 
come in here,” she said.
 There’s now a display

outside of the room featuring 
the work of her students. 
And on a separate table, 
there’s more of Margo’s 
work. She’s been selling it to 
residents and visitors of the 
community. 
 “One lady bought two,” 
Margo said. “She said put a 
sold sign on it. I don’t want 
anybody taking it.”  
 Margo laughs recalling the 
story, in part out of disbelief 
because she’s surprised 
that so many people in the 
community have shown 
interest.

 But her talent is clear. And 
that’s why she was asked to 
teach the class. 
 “My heart sings,” she said. 
“I love it. I can’t begin to tell 
you how good it makes me 
feel. Every week I have to 
think of a different picture 
for them to do. I think of it 
and then I draw it. I show 
it to them to give them an 
example of what it’s going to 
look like and then I tell them 
not to copy it.” 
 She believes all art has 
its own interpretation, and 
therefore there is no wrong 
way to create something.
 That is what she calls 
success and is happy to 
share it in her new home with 
students who are also her 
friends. 

Continues from page 3

Margo regularly has people asking 
her about buying her artwork. / 
Chelsea Senior Living

Margo teaches a full class of 
aspiring artists at The Chelsea at 
Forsgate. / Chelsea Senior Living
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Getting in the Christmas spirit at The 
Chelsea at Sparta.

Celebrating Hannukah at The 
Chelsea at Bald Eagle. 

A packed dining room during a 
holiday dinner at The Chelsea at 
Toms River.

White glove service from our 
talented team during a holiday buffet 
at The Residences at Plainview. 

Residents in a #FoodComa after a 
delicious Thanksgiving meal at The 
Chelsea at Greenburgh.

Enjoying Halloween at The Chelsea 
at Brick.

100 Years Young

Caroline turned 100 years old at The Chelsea at 
Montville on December 15. 

Anna turned 104 years old at The Chelsea at Marlboro 
on December 14. 
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