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new eD’s, new FaCes For 2017
Chelsea Senior Living begins 

2017 with the promise of four 
new communities coming on 
board in the next couple years,  
steady growth for our company 
and a continuing dedication 
to our basic mission of Caring, 
Compassion, Commitment, and 
Competency. 
   Three experienced Assisted 
Living professionals have been 
named to Executive Director 
positions. 
   Craig Sydor is the new Executive Director 
of The Chelsea at Toms River. He comes to 
Chelsea from Atrium Senior Living where 
he was Executive Director of their property 
in Matawan, NJ. His eight-year career as a 
senior living manager was preceded by 
21 years as an electrical contractor, which 
paved the way for his entrée into our 
business as Maintenance Coordinator for 
Sunrise Senior Living. Craig is a Certified 
Assisted Living Administrator (CALA) and 
lives in Port Monmouth, NJ, with his wife 

Corinne and son Ryan.
   Annette Watson is the new Executive  
Director of The Chelsea at Fanwood. 
Annette started with Chelsea in 2004, 
first as a nurse, then Country Cottage 
Coordinator and then as an Executive 
Director at two Chelsea properties. After 
a brief absence, Annette has returned 
to Chelsea to take over operations at 
the company’s flagship assisted living 
residence in Fanwood, which is celebrating 
its 20th year in 2017. Annette is an LPN, 
Certified Assisted Living Administrator 

(CALA) and Certified 
Dementia Practitioner  and 
lives in Plainfield, NJ.
  Annette succeeded Jennifer 
Ricci, who had been the 
Chelsea at Fanwood’s ED for 
the past 17 years and left in 
January to spend more time 
with her family.
   Scott Eliscu was named 
Executive Director of the 
Chelsea at Montville in 
early 2017. Scott is a CALA 

and a veteran of Atria Assisted Living’s 
Manhattan and Cranford properties. He 
lives in Bergen County with his wife and 
son.

We also welcome three new team leaders serving our Chelsea seniors. Tony Gomes has been named to the newly created 
position of Regional Director of Building Services. Tony comes to us from Care One where he had a similar position. Pam 

Gabel is the new DCR at The Chelsea at Fanwood, taking over for Danielle Bayne who is out on maternity leave. She was a sales 
associate at Print-Tech, one of our primary printers, before joining us in early January. And Mary Piirsalu is the new DCR at The 
Chelsea at Montville, rounding out the new team there. Welcome everyone!

Tony Gomes Pam Gabel Mary Piirsalu

Craig Sydor Annette Watson Scott Eliscu
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Top row: Check 
presentations at Maple 
Pointe and Chelsea at 
Forsgate; preparing 
chicken and ribs for East 
Brunswick fundraiser

Bottom row: Check 
presentation at Somerset 
Gardens; bake sale at 
Chelsea at Tinton Falls

Chelsea Senior Living residents, families 
and staff have always been most 

generous when raising funds for worthy 
causes. But 2016 was a banner year, 
especially for organzations that support 
people with Alzheimer’s disease and other 
forms of dementia.
   “It’s a natural fit for us since we have a 
sizable population of residents in our 
Country Cottage memory care programs,” 
said Roger Bernier, President and Chief 
Operating Officer. “We see every day the 
effects of Alzheimer’s on our residents 
and the collateral effects on their families. 
It’s unacceptable to us that this disease 
continues to rob people of their minds. It 
is absolutely critical that a cure be found to 
end the suffering of the millions of people 
who must endure this disease as both 
patients and caregivers.”
   Chelsea’s signature event was the Lace 
Race walk in the fall which raised more 
than $35,000 for Alzheimer’s New Jersey. 
Chelsea communities across the state held 

events, bake sales and other fundraising 
activities culminating in the walk through 
Thompson Park in Jamesburg.
   Chelsea’s Somerset Gardens community 
in Plainview, Long Island, does fundraising 
events all year long. This year, their efforts 
raised $11,204 for the Alzheimer’s Disease 
Resource Center in Nassau County, a 
regional non-profit serving people in 
western Long Island and New York City.
   “For ten years, [Chelsea Directors of 
Community Relations] Leeann Noren & 
Pam Winter, along with Somerset Gardens 
staff members, have worked tirelessly to 
raise much needed funds that give ADRC 
the ability to continue on with its work,” 
said Mary Ann Ragona, Executive Director.
   Fighting breast cancer has also been 
a favorite fundraising goal at  Chelsea. 
In 2016, Maple Pointe Assisted Living 
in Rockville Centre, Long Island, raised 
$14,404 in events over the summer 
culminating in their chicken wing cook-
off with local restaurants and the annual 

Bowling for Breasts tournament at Rockville 
Centre Lanes in October. The beneficiary 
was the South Nassau Communities 
Hospital Cancer Center.
   Our communities also held Pasta for a 
Purpose and chicken and ribs dinners-to-
go events to raise money for local families 
in need of support for sick children, local 
Police Benevolent Associations and local 
EMS and fire volunteers. These efforts 
raised thousands of dollars.
   And, the annual Chelsea Golf Outing 
raised another $25,000 for volunteer EMS 
and Fire departments serving our New 
Jersey communities.
   “It’s not just about doing business in each 
of our towns. It’s about being contributing 
members of those communities,” said 
Bernier. “Each of our buildings is locally 
staffed and operated. We feel like we have 
a stake in each community’s daily life and 
are eager to participate in that.”

Chelsea FunDraising hits new highs in 2016

We are pleased to announce that Chelsea Senior Living has been awarded the 2017 Circle of Honor 
Corporate Philanthropy Award from Alzheimer’s New Jersey. Chelsea raised over $35,000 for Alzheimer’s 
New Jersey in 2016 through multiple events culminating in the Lace Race in Jamesburg. This award is 
shared by all our communities, employees, residents and families who participated. Well done, everyone!
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Celebrating 100th birthDays

warren’s Jim hayes: Platinum suCCess

ABOVE: Roddy Shill, a Chelsea resident since 2005, turned 100 on December 17th at The Chelsea at Bridgewater. Roddy 
celebrated with her daughters and granddaughter. RIGHT: Antoinette Luciano of The Chelsea at Bald Eagle had a 100th 
birthday party on January 16th.

Jim Hayes moved in to The Chelsea at Warren in 
January with the singular distinction of having 

helped make the career of one of our most well 
known musical talents.
   In the mid 1980’s Jim was Vice President and 
General Manager of Discos CBS, part of CBS 
International Records, the first record label to put 
out the hit Conga by Gloria Estefan and the Miami 
Sound Machine. Their 1985 album, Primitive Love, 
went Platinum, one of the proudest moments of 
Jim’s career.
   “My daughter and Gloria were friends,” recalls 
Jim, whose Platinum record hangs on the wall of 
his Chelsea apartment near photos of his many 
grandchildren.

Fashion Designer surrounDeD by her art

Fashion designer and artist Lucille Chayt, a resident 
of The Chelsea at Bridgewater, brought some of her 
art with her, as you see in the photo at right. Left is 
a photo of Lucille (right) with designer Lynn O’Dell 
at a 2013 Gotham Magazine event. And above, 
Lucille’s trademark, a coveted label in the 80’s.
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go reD For women’s heart health

Chelsea Lifestyles

February 3rd was Wear Red Day, a nationwide campaign to raise awareness of heart disease 
in women. Many of our Chelsea communities decided to “Go Red” with special events. At 
left are Maple Pointe resident Frank Ramuni with Case Manager Kimberly Seebaran. At 
right, the ladies of The Chelsea at Fanwood dressed for success.

Entertainer Bob Croce, cousin of the late singer-songwriter Jim Croce, with Dorothy, 
Evelyn, Mary, Katherine and Isabel at The Chelsea at Jenkintown Hat Day at The Chelsea at Brookfield

Left: Dynamic 
musical duo at The 
Chelsea at Solana 
Marlboro

Right: Valentine’s 
Day at The Chelsea 
at Tinton Falls 
where the Valen-
tine’s Day Queen 
was crowned, and 
at Somerset Gar-
dens with Marion, 
Ric and Blanche


