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Three Chelsea employees 
are featured in Provider 

Magazine, a publication of the 
National Center for Assisted 
Living (NCAL), highlighting the 
people they call the 2015 20 To 
Watch in assisted living for their 
ideas and energy in caring for 
our residents.
   Ashley Scalzo, Assisted Living 

Manager at The Chelsea at 
Forsgate, Cindi Halkola, Activity 
Assistant at The Chelsea at 
Brookfield, and Charles Larobis, 
Health Services Director of 
The Chelsea at Fanwood, were 
selected.
   Ashley started at Chelsea as 
a Recreation Assistant and has 
risen through the ranks as a 

natural leader.
   In her nomination essay 
for Cindi, Executive Director 
Jan Hopkins cited Cindi’s 
“background in community 
theater and her passion for the 
arts to build her residents’ self-
esteem.”
   Charles, a registered nurse 
who’s been with Chelsea 
since 2012, has a strong focus 
on reducing medications, 
especially anti-psychotics, and 
believes that spirituality is an 
important part of a person’s 
well being.
   You can read about Ashley in 
the July issue of Provider, Cindi 
and Charles in the August issue.
  Congratulations to all!
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e. BrunsWiCk Wins nCal Best al Program aWard

Somerset Gardens has received the 
2015 Innovative Practice Award for 

its program, “Preventing Unnecessary 
Hospitalizations” from the New York State 
Health Facilities Association/New York 
State Center for Assisted Living (NYSHFA/
NYSCAL).
   NYSCAL is a statewide organization that 
supports the NY assisted living industry.     

 Somerset Gardens was acknowledged for 
successfully implementing the INTERACT 
Stop and Watch communication tool 
as a proactive approach in preventing 
unnecessary hospitalizations. It allows 
all of the staff to provide timely feedback 
on resident change of condition and/or 
behaviors to reduce negative outcomes. 
Several interventions were also introduced 

to decrease rehospitalizations such as 
hospice, physician round table, voiding 
schedules, balance and exercise programs, 
resident care meetings and hydration 
programs. 
   Somerset Gardens Executive Director 
Paul Wasser accepted the award at 
NYSHFA’s annual convention on June 30th.

Ashley Scalzo, Cindi Halkola and Charlie Larobis

The Chelsea at East Brunswick has won 
this year’s National Center for Assisted 

Living award for Best Assisted Living Week 
program for their week-long travel ad-
venture, “The Magic of Music: A Road Trip 
Across Our Nation. “
   Using maps, menus, lobby posters and 
themed activities, the Chelsea staff trans-
ported their residents on a virtual cross-
country trip to visit some of America’s 
great centers of music including Nashville, 

New Orleans, Las Vegas, Boston and New 
York.
   “It really was a team effort,” said Kathy Pi-
etrocola, Executive Director of The Chelsea 
at East Brunswick.  “Everyone pitched in.”
   The award will be presented at the an-
nual NCAL convention 
in San Antonio in Oc-
tober.
   Congratulations, ev-
eryone!EB’s Jessica Vogel and Kathy Pietrocola

somerset gardens earns innovative PraCtiCe aWard
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Chelsea t-shirt design Contest

Time to get your creative juices flowing and come up with 
an original design for the annual Chelsea Assisted Living 

Week T-Shirt Design Contest. Everyone is encouraged to come 
up with an original design with the prize being a $100 gift card 
and YOUR design featured on t-shirts for all Chelsea employees 
to wear during AL Week in September. Here are the rules:
· Design may have up to 2 colors
· Must include Chelsea logo and AL Week theme, “Nourishing Life:          
   Mind, Body, Spirit.”
· Must be no larger than 8” by 10”
· Must be submitted by email by August 1st to Regional Lifestyle    
   Director Chris Slavicek at cslavicek@cslal.com

Chelsea Cruise for 5 year + emPloyees

Chelsea Senior Living said “thank you” to employees with five or more years of service with a wonderful cruise aboard 
the Spirit of New Jersey on June 10th. The cruise left from a marina in Weehawken, sailed into the harbor to the Statue of 

Liberty, then returned.  Along the way there was an open bar, a fantastic buffet, music and dancing. The weather was perfect!

Left: Pam Winter, 
Somerset Gardens, 
enjoys the breeze 
on the top deck with 
Lady Liberty in the 
background

Right: Chris Slavicek, 
Regional Activities 
Director, in the middle 
of a hot dance floor

Pat Banta and Elaine Jeffers The Fanwood crew The New York skyline loomed large
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floss Wallis turns 104 at JenkintoWn

Florence “Floss”Wallis, a resident at The Chelsea at Jen-
kintown, celebrated her 104th birthday June 6th.

   Floss was born in 1911 in Philadelphia and was 
married to Francis Wallis for 44 years. She worked for 
Bell Telephone for over 39 years in the accounting 
department, where she made many friends, some of 
whom she still keeps in touch with.
   She has led an active life doing volunteer work and 
pursuing her many interests. 
   At The Chelsea, Floss is an avid reader. She enjoys 
meeting people, games and discussion groups, and 
takes a front row seat for all musical performances.  She 
is a friend to all and an ambassador to the community.

dorothy diPietro CeleBrates 102 at montville

Dorothy DiPietro turned 102 
at The Chelsea at Montville 

in June. 
   Dorothy was born in Union Hill, 
NJ. She worked as a secretary.
   Dorothy is a very spiritual person 
and still goes to mass on Sundays 
via the Chelsea bus to the local 
Catholic church.  She is always at 
Monday morning communion 
services and Monday afternoon 
rosary society. When the rosary 
society volunteers can’t come, 
Dorothy leads the rosary.
   “I think it’s her strong faith 

that sustains her and keeps her 
at peace,” says Charlie Vanyo, 
Activity Assistant at The Chelsea 
at Montville.
   Dorothy is also an avid Bingo 
and Rummikub player and an 
active member of the Chelsea 
Actors’ Studio and the Chelsea 
Garden Club.
   She always has a positive, 
upbeat attitude.
   Happy Birthday, Dorothy, and 
many more!

mt. Bethel village adults stage talent shoWs
The adult residents and day program clients of Mt. Bethel Village put on two remarkable talent shows in June to the delight of 
their families and friends.  The shows were impressive in the scope of music represented and in the sheer talent of the adults, 
many of whom sang, danced or played instruments without inhibition and very little prompting. Thanks to Direct Support staffers 
Ellen Weirich and John Fitzpatrick for directing the shows and helping our adults be at their best day in and day out!

Left to right: Stephanie sings “Born In The USA”; The Mt. Bethel Village People, led by Bernice, sing “Girls Just Want To Have Fun”; Dan does a piano solo.
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Senior Living.
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QUICK PIX

solana marlBoro models oPen

Above: Ladies from Bridgewater enjoying ice cream on the 
Boardwalk Below: The Dog Show at The Chelsea at Tinton Falls

Top:  Making 
patriotic pompoms 
at The Chelsea at 
Bald Eagle

 Bottom: July 4th 
family picnic at 
Maple Pointe

Model studio and one-bedroom apartments are now on display at the Solana 
Marlboro, due to be finished this summer, in Marlboro, NJ

Summer Fun!


