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In the annals of lives well-lived, George Weiss 
will surely have his own Hall of Fame.  Sitting 

in his comfortable chair in his apartment at 
The Chelsea at Fanwood, Mr. Weiss still gets 
agitated talking about ads that violate the rules 
of graphic design.
   “All caps is no good,” he said with conviction.  
“Upper and lower case is easier to read.”
   And so it continues for Mr. Weiss who made 
a living for decades designing, writing and 
printing ads for newspapers, circulars and 
magazines, then teaching others how to do the 
same in seminars that took him to 48 of the 50 
states. From the days of using hot lead to create 
type to modern day digital graphic design and 
video, he has lived through almost the entire 
evolution of communications media.
   “I’ve written two books,” he said while 
thumbing through one. “I got 1,200 dollars for 
each seminar.  I used 35 millimeter slides and a 
projector.”
   At 87, Weiss remembers with remarkable clarity 
every turn of his life, from his youth playing the 
tuba at Plainfield High School to his 20-plus 
years as Fanwood’s chief videographer, editor 

and television producer, the last job he retired 
from in 2014.
   Along the way, he had several brushes with the 
celebrities of the time.
   “When I played the tuba as a very young man, I 
did four recording sessions with Paul Whiteman 
through the musicians’ union,” he recalls.  “At the 
time, it was just a union job. Later, I tried to find 
the records, but I never did.”
   One night in the 1960’s, while out to dinner 
in Hackettstown with his late wife Betty, he met 
comedian Henny Youngman and singer Dennis 
Day.
   “They were in New Jersey doing grand openings 
and ribbon-cuttings for a hundred dollars,” said 
Weiss. “Dennis Day was living in Milburn at the 
time and he and I became friends.”
   Through that friendship, he met Day’s sister in 
law, actress Ann Blythe, whom he accompanied 
to an event in Beverly Hills during one of his 
business trips.
   “I called my wife and asked her if it was OK,” he 
recalled.
   His wife, Betty, died 30 years ago at the age of 
58 of kidney failure. 
 As the driving force behind Fanwood 
Community Television, Weiss videotaped 
hundreds of community events and council 
meetings and edited hundreds of programs, 
many historical in nature.
   Today, Mr. Weiss enjoys visits from his son, 
daughter and three grandsons and he has 
started writing a movie script.  The concept is 
still evolving, but it starts with a couple in the 
1800’s who get trapped in a cave during a storm, 
live out their lives there and whose bodies are 
then discovered in modern times. 
   “I’m still working on the story,” he says.
   And he is starting a music club at The Chelsea.
   “I’m playing what the people here consider to 
be good music,” he said, holding a Mario Lanza 
CD.
    He is enjoying what he calls his 5th retirement 
at The Chelsea. 
   Who knows what will be next!

INSIDE

George Weiss videotaping an event for 
Fanwood Community TV in 2011

From the 60’s: George Weiss, far left, 
with Henny Youngman, Betty Weiss 
and Dennis Day
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employee oF the month: dani laino
DANI LAINO
Maple Pointe Assisted Living at Rockville Centre

Dani is a Case Manager, a position specific to our New York communities, promoted 
recently from Activity Assistant. She has a Bachelor’s in family studies and is studying 
for her Master’s in social work.  Her experience includes work as a care manager for 
elderly veterans recovering from substance abuse.  

“My care philosophy is based on the principles of respect, understanding and 
compassion,” says Dani. “I feel privileged to work with the residents and their families 
at Maple Pointe.”

“She has a natural ease with this population and always thinks outside the box to 
meet the needs of the residents,” says Tammy Marshall, Executive Director. 

Congrats, Dani, and thanks for all you do!

politiCs is still in ChaRlie vanyo’s Blood

Charlie Vanyo speaks with 
confidence to a group of 

residents of The Chelsea at 
Montville, a confidence he 
honed in another time and 
place some 30 years ago.
   “Our senior Senator from 
New Jersey was indicted on 
corruption charges last week,” 
he says to the group gathered 
in the living room while 
pointing to a newspaper 
clipping on his whiteboard.
   “Corruption? In New Jersey?” 
shouted one resident, 
unleashing chuckles across 
the crowd.
   “Yes, hard to believe,” answered Vanyo, who 
clearly enjoyed providing commentary to 
his review of current events.
   A former member of the West Essex 
Regional Board of Education and a 
candidate for mayor in 1985, Vanyo’s 
political juices continue to flow, even as 
Activities Assistant at The Chelsea.
   “I love what I do,” he says without 
hesitation. “I came here in 2010 after my 
job was eliminated. I was looking for a 
place for my mom to live and The Chelsea 
had a job opening. It worked out.”  Vanyo’s 
mother is still a resident.
   His job at the time was Director of Human 
Services for Fairfield, NJ, a position which 

involved administering social services 
and supervising various activities and 
outings for senior citizens. A combination 
of politics and budget issues led to his 
department being eliminated.
   “I did activities similar to what I do here,” 
he said as he posted more newspaper 
articles in preparation for his bi-weekly 
Current Events roundup. 
   The politics bug never left him. In fact 
he wrote a book, published last year, 
chronicling his run for mayor as an homage 
to his father who became ill with heart 
disease during the campaign. Running For 
Dad: A Father Watches His Son Navigate 
Small Town Politics examines some of the 

inside workings of local politics 
and pays tribute to his father. 
Six weeks after Vanyo lost the 
election, his father died.
   “My memoir offers two parallel 
stories—of a campaign fated 
to fail, a father fated to die, and 
an idealistic and perhaps naive 
candidate who wanted to keep 
both of them alive for as long as 
he could,” Vanyo told the Progress 
in a February, 2015, article about 
his book.
   Today, Vanyo, an accomplished 
pianist with a nose for news and 
politics, commands the respect 

of Chelsea residents and staff alike 
because of his deep engagement with the 
residents and his passion for the job.
   Kind of like a Mayor.

Charlie Vanyo leads current events discussion in the Chelsea living room

Charles Vanyo senior and junior during the 1985 
campaign, the basis of a book
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toms RiveR CentenaRians

at 105, sylvia davis is Chelsea’s most senioR senioR

Mayor Francis X. Murray of Rockville Centre, NY,  was 
on hand in March to celebrate the 105th birthday of 

Sylvia Davis, a resident of Maple Pointe Assisted Living, 
and believed to be the oldest resident currently in the 
Chelsea Senior Living family of communities.
   Ms. Davis, a Manhattan native who spent many years 
as a bookkeeper for a furniture store in the Bronx, was 
joined by her Maple Pointe friends, staff and family 
members. Ms. Davis has 8 grandchildren and 9 great-
grandchildren. Her family lives nearby on Long Island.
   Mayor Murray read a proclamation that declared Sylvia 
Davis Day and Maple Pointe Chef Larry Gentile presented 
her with a cake.

Mayor Tom Kelaher of Toms River, 
NJ, was on hand for the 100th 

birthday party for Terry DeMeo, a 
resident of The Chelsea at Toms River.
   Mrs. DeMeo, whose actual birthday 
was January 27th, received a 
proclamation from the Mayor.  The 
party had been delayed twice due to 
bad weather.
   A native of Brooklyn, Mrs. DeMeo 
raised three sons while working 
at McCrory’s department store in 
Brooklyn. Her son Ron, who attended 
the party with his wife Janet (pictured 
near left with the Mayor), said even 
though she got her driver’s license in 
1936, her husband never allowed her 
to drive the family car and it wasn’t until 
he passed away in 1995 that she actually 
drove for the first time.
   “She never learned to parallel park,” said 
Mr. DeMeo during a short speech.  “She 

always parked in spaces she could drive 
straight into and out of.”
   Mrs. DeMeo also has 8 grandchildren and 
14 great-grandchildren.
   Also celebrated in the spring was the 
100th birthday of Peggy Schwarz, who 
received a mayoral proclamation as well 

(upper right). 
   Originally from Newark, Peggy was 
a lifelong  swimmer who raised two 
children. She also has a granddaughter 
and two great grand children.
   Congratulations to both of our Toms 
River centennial ladies and their families!

lead aides’ lunCheon: seRving with distinCtion
Congratulations and thank you to our 
Lead Aides who were invited to a day of 
training and lunch at the Renaissance 
Hotel in Iselin, NJ, in late April.  Chelsea 
managers were on hand to express their 
thanks for the important leadership role 
these Aides play in the day to day operation 
of our communities. A number of them 
have been employees for many years, 
which contributes to the stability of our 
properties. Thanks to all!



Chelsea people                                     4                newsletteR

Chelsea People is a publication of the 
Public Relations Department of Chelsea 
Senior Living.

Submissions of stories, articles and 
photos are welcome.  Email material to 
Tom Kranz at tomkranz1@gmail.com.

All contents ©2015 by Chelsea Senior 
Living.  The “C” logo is a registered 
trademark.

®

QUICK PIX

help FoR that speCial night

Community Seder at Somerset Gardens

Somerset Gardens 
collected more than 
200 used prom 
gowns to be donated 
to Long Island high 
school girls who 
might not have been 
able to afford to buy 
gowns.  Pictured is 
SG Activities Director 
Amanda Vanduzer, 
center with yellow 
gown, with Tracy 
Murtaugh, far left, 
of the Long Island 
Volunteer Center 
which collected the 
gowns, and donors 
and volunteers. A 
great achievement 
for a great cause!

Best Easter Bunny ever at The Chelsea at East Brunswick

St. Patrick’s Day done right at The Chelsea at Toms River Easter Bonnets aplenty at The Chelsea at Fanwood


